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ebster defines cradle as a
place of origin; the earliest
period of one’s life. As the

launching point for countless fledg-
ling Naval Aviators, Naval Flight
Officers (NFO) and Naval
Aircrewmen for over 80 years, Naval
Air Station (NAS), Pensacola, Fla.,
has earned its title: “The Cradle of
Naval Aviation.” In 1997, “the cra-
dle” will assume responsibility for
training not only those who fly but
those who maintain naval aircraft as

Luna founded a colony here on the
bluff where Fort Barrancas is now
situated. In the ensuing years, the
flags of Spain, France, Great Britain,
the Confederacy and the United
States flew over the strategic port of
Pensacola, earning it the name “The
City of Five Flags.”

Construction of the Pensacola
Navy Yard began in April 1826, and
it soon became one of the best
equipped naval stations in the coun-
try. In its early years, the forces on

over 5,500 technical and maintenancethe base dealt mainly with the sup-
school students and instructors move pression of slave trade and piracy in

into a new training campus.

History
The site now occupied by NAS

the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean
Sea.

With a large wet basin, a floating
dry dock and other facilities for
building, docking and repairing the

Pensacola has a colorful history dat- largest warships of the time, the

ing back to the 16th century when
Spanish explorer Don Tristan de

28

yard turned out such masterpieces
as the steam frigatéensacola,
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which saw Civil War action at both
the Battle of Mobile Bay and the
Battle of New Orleans.

Eighty acres in the southeast cor-
ner of the yard, around which a
brick wall was built, was set aside
for use as an arsenal. Portions of the
wall are still standing.

In 1906, a great hurricane and
tidal wave destroyed many newly
rebuilt structures, and less than two
years later an epidemic of yellow
fever brought reconstruction to a
standstill. In October 1911, the yard
was disestablished.

Meanwhile, great strides were
being made in aviation. The Wright
Brothers and especially Glenn
Curtiss were trying to prove to the
Navy that the airplane had a place
in the fleet. On 18 January 1911,
when civilian pilot Eugene Ely
landed an aircraft aboard the




armored cruisePennsylvanian
California’s San Francisco Bay, the
value of the airplane to the Navy
had been demonstrated.

In October 1913, Secretary of the
Navy Josephus Daniels appointed a
board to study aeronautical needs and
to establish a policy to guide future
development. One of the board’s
most important recommendations
was the establishment of an aviation
training station in Pensacola.

Opposite, Curtiss N-9s return to NAS
Pensacola after a training flight. Left, an
instructor demonstrates a maneuver to students
during WW 1. Below, Ltjg. R. C. Saufley sits
ready for takeoff. Naval Auxiliary Air Station,
Saufley Field in Pensacola was named for Naval
Aviator No. 14, who was killed in a crash dur-
ing a record endurance flight in 1916.
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and Training; Naval

Aviation Schools Command;
Naval Air Maintenance
Training Group; Naval
Aerospace Medical
Institute; Naval Aerospace
and Operational Medical
Research Laboratory; Naval
Recruiting Orientation Unit;
Naval Computer and
Telecommunications
Station; Training Air Wing
(TRAWING) 6; Defense

Photography School; and
theBlue Angels.

The largest addition to the
base is the all-new Naval Air
Technical Training Center
(NATTC) campus. Built on the for-
mer site of the Naval Aviation Depot,
which closed in 1995, the 24-building
classroom and dormitory complex
will be home to more than 1,000
instructors and over 4,500 students.
The NATTC, relocated from
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Top, Pensacola’s H-3 Sea Kingsire used in search and rescue,
as well as in training student rescue swimmers. Above, a stu-
dent catches some air during parachute training. Inset, officer
candidates celebrate the end of their first week of instruction.
Right, prospective Navy fliers wait their turn during water

survival training.

The recommendation was

approved in 1914 and the Naval
Aeronautic Station was created on
the site of the abandoned navy
yard. Commander H. C. Mustin
became the first base commander,
and all pilots and planes were
ordered here for duty. A row of 10
tent hangars was set up along the
sandy beach, with wooden ramps
running from each tent to the water.
That year Naval Aviation consisted
of 9 officers, 23 mechanics and 8
airplanes! On 7 December 1917,
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Pensacola was
designated as the
first U.S. Naval
Air Station.

Operations

Today, NAS
Pensacola is home
to myriad activi-
ties, including the
headquarters and
staff of the Chief
of Naval Education
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